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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report of smallpox in Arkansas. 

• Acting Assistant Surgeon Gibson reports, January 21, 1905, as fol- 
lows: 

1 have the honor to submit the following partial report concerning 
smallpox in Arkansas. Since the time when the disease first prevailed 
in this State, several years since, there have been cases occasionally 
during the warmer months of each year with marked annual increase 
with the advent of cold weather. 

On account of the mild form of the disease, as it has prevailed here- 
tofore, vigorous measures have not in many localities been taken to 
eradicate it. This has particularly been the case in several sections 
where the negro population is largely in excess of the white. The 
negroes, in most cases, have preferred to take the chances of a light 
case of smallpox rather than the risk of a sore arm from vaccination. 

In some sections the reappearance of smallpox annually with the 
coming of cold weather had come to be looked upon as a rather insig- 
nificant affair, and in a number of instances negroes in the eruptive 
stage of the disease have picked cotton and even worked in the gins 
and presses where cotton was made ready for the market, thus sending 
the contagion broadcast. On many plantations all sanitary precautions 
have been neglected, houses where the disease had prevailed in one 
year being occupied the following one by families wholly unprotected 
either by previous attack or by vaccination. With the advent of 
cold weather last fall the smallpox appeared as usual, but it was soon 
apparent that the disease was decidedly more malignant than hereto- 
fore, the death rate being many times larger than in the previous 
recent outbreaks. 

In Pulaski County there were, from September 1 to December 20, 
1904, 120 cases and 8 deaths. The disease is still prevailing in Little 
Rock, North Little Rock, and in or about Jacksonville, McAlmont, 
Sweet Home, Wrightsville, towns in this county, and in the townships 
of Eastman and Ashley, this county. The authorities of this (Pulaski) 
county are taking active measures against the disease. 

Smallpox of a more than usual malignancy has prevailed in and near 
the town of Ward, White County, and in the county of Lonoke it is 
now prevailing. Phillips Count}' authorities are taking active meas- 
ures to prevent the further spread of a serious outbreak in and about 
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Helena. Smallpox prevails in the counties of Cross and Chicot, as 
reported, and probably in many other localities unknown and uncared 
for. 

Smallpox at Gulfport, Miss. 

Surgeon Smith transmits, January 20, the following report from 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Sheely, at Gulf port: 

"1 have the honor to report to you 2 cases of smallpox, one in a 
white boy of 17, and the other a negro — two foci. I am isolating, 
and will begin general vaccination as soon as I can obtain vaccine, as 
there have been quite a number of exposures. 

" Other health conditions are excellent." 

Detention of steamship Vaderland at Ellis Island on account of deaths 
which occurred en route. 

NEw r York, January 26, 1905. 
Surgeon-General Wtman, 

Washington: 
Steamship Vaderland and all steerage passengers detained at Ellis 
Island, except a few landed, were to-day returned to quarantine per 
request Doctor Doty, on account 11 deaths occurring on voyage. 

G. W. Stoneb. 

INSPECTION SERVICE, MEXICAN BORDER. 

Inspection at Eagle Pass, Tex. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Hume reports as follows: 



Week 
ended 
Jan. 21. 



Persons inspected on trains . 

Persons held 

Pullman cars fumigated 
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Bags of Pullman linen disinfected, 16; persons inspected on footbridge, 3,413. 

Inspection at El Paso, Tex. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Alexander reports as follows: 
Week ended January 21, 1905: Inspection Mexican Central passen* 
gers, 215; inspection Mexican immigrants, 97; inspection Spanish 
immigrants, 2; inspection special Pullman passengers and servants, 14 
persons; inspection certificate of cause of death of corpses transferred 
into the United States, 2; disinfection of soiled linen imported, 319 
pieces; vaccinations of adults and children, 3. 

Inspection at Laredo, Tex. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hamilton reports, through Acting Assist- 
ant Surgeon Frick, as follows: 

Week ended January 21, 1905: Passenger trains from Mexico 
inspected, 14; persons on passenger trains from Mexico inspected, 503; 



